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INTRODUCTION 
OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE 

1. A balanced analysis of globalization and its political significance 

Here are some things we often hear about globalization: 

PRO ANTI 
It’s the tide that raises all ships. The only beneficiaries are corporations. 

The only alternative is isolationism. Multi-national corporations are the 
worst exploiters of labour. 

It will make Canada strong. Canada is losing its independence. 

Generally such statements are myths, or at best oversimplifications. In this 
course, we will jettison the myths, and try to work out, as factually as possible, 
what globalization is all about, to consider the real political implications, and the 
real possibilities for our communities.  

The first objective of the course will be to nail down a clear definition of 
globalization and to develop an analysis that allows us to understand its political 
significance: what impacts it has on society, which aspects of it are inevitable and 
what is susceptible to political control.  

2. An investigation of the impact of globalization on communities 

Next we look at some of the most important impacts of global economic and 
technological change on communities, including such things as the distribution of 
wealth and poverty within communities, the harm and the benefits that come to 
different types of communities, the distribution of bad jobs and good jobs, and the 



 2 

growth of multiculturalism. Throughout, the emphasis is on political impacts, and 
political remedies.  

3. A discussion of how communities can assert themselves in a global age 

Finally, we look at how globalization has changed politics. We consider such 
things as new possibilities for global networking in support of our political 
objectives, the political importance of local knowledge, how communities can 
network globally in support of their local objectives and, conversely, how global 
issues are often best addressed locally. Each student will be required to select a 
globally networked political action group from a list provided by the instructor (at 
http://blog.uwinnipeg.ca/ChristopherLeo/archives/2007/10/how_is_global_p.html) 
and do a critical evaluation of its activities.  

TEXTBOOKS 
The required texts are The silent takeover: Global capitalism and the death of 
democracy, by Noreena Hertz and Bound: Living in the globalized world, by Scott 
Sernau. These are not the main readings for the course, but I will require the 
reading of enough chapters from them to rule out supplying them through e-
reserve. I will make my best effort to make all other required readings, as well as 
optional ones, available on reserve, but there are lots of good books on the topic 
of this course, and I recommend you buy some of them if you can afford them: 

Thomas L. Friedman, The Lexus and the olive tree. Friedman, a New York Times 
columnist, is a globalization enthusiast with some qualifications. He argues that 
globalization sweeps us all up in an always difficult process of trying to balance 
the wish for greater prosperity against the desire to preserve community. 

Naomi Klein, The shock doctrine: The rise of disaster capitalism. Klein argues 
that the American government and the leading institutions of capitalism take 
advantage of political and natural disasters to impose neo-liberal policies that 
could not gain democratic assent in normal times. For her, globalization is a tool 
of oppression. 

Doug Saunders, Arrival city: The final migration and our next world. The final 
migration Saunders refers to is the global movement from rural areas to the city. 
His book explores the demographic and political consequences of this great 
mass movement, and looks at what cities can do to either fail to accommodate 
the influx or succeed.  

Thomas Prugh et al, The local politics of global sustainability. Argues that many 
of the big problems we face are best resolved at the community level, but that 
resolving them will require a much more democratic public dialogue than that 
which prevails today.  
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Stacy Mitchell, Big-box swindle: The true cost of mega-retailers and the fight for 
America's independent businesses. The title speaks for itself. The book is 
available from one of the global community organizations thatʼs on the list for 
possible essay topics, the New Rules Project. You can order the book for $15 
directly from the projectʼs web site at http://www.newrules.org/. 

My reading lists contain far more readings than you will have time for. The best 
way to learn is not to try to skim thousands of pages, but to look over readings 
before you read them (check out tables of contents, introductions and 
conclusions), carefully select the ones that will teach you what you most want to 
know, and read them with care, taking notes as you go.  

ASSIGNMENTS 
Participation 15% 
Five-minute quizzes: Jan. 12, 19, 26; Feb. 2, 9, 16; Mar. 2, 9. 25% 
Major essay, typed due Apr. 5. 30% 
Final examination 30% 

Deadlines are firm. I reserve the right to refuse work handed in late. 
Any adjustments to quiz dates will be announced at least a week ahead of 

time. 

COURSE OUTLINE 
1 Introduction 

2 Globalization and politics 

2.1 Capitalism restructures society 

• David Harvey, The condition of post-modernity. Oxford: Blackwell, 1990 
(on reserve). 

• Thomas L. Friedman, The Lexus and the olive tree. New York: Random 
House, 2000.  

• Ronald Aronica and Mtetwa Ramdoo, “The world is flat? A critical analysis 
of the New York Times bestseller by Thomas Friedman (on reserve). 

• Noreena Hertz, The silent takeover: Global capitalism and the death of 
democracy. New York, Harper Business, 2003.  

• Scott Sernau, Bound: Living in the globalized world. Bloomfield, CT: 
Kumarian, 2000.  

2.2 Fordism: Politics of the welfare state 

• Scott Sernau, Bound: Living in the globalized world, ch 1, 2. 
• Harvey, Fordism (on reserve). 
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2.3 Post-fordism: Politics of globalization 
• Noreena Hertz, The silent takeover, ch 2 
• Thomas L. Friedman, The Lexus and the olive tree (on reserve).  
• Hertz, ch  4, 5. 
• Thomas L. Friedman, And the walls came tumbling down (on reserve). 
• Conrad Black, Why America is sputtering (available on the course web 

site, under “Food for thought”). 
• Matthew Hennessey, Has trade run aground? (On reserve). 
• Sernau, ch 5. 
• Susan Strange, The declining importance of states (on reserve). 
• Paul Doremus et al, The myth of the global corporation. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 1998 (on reserve). 

3 Impact on communities 
• Bechterman, Globalization, labour markets and public policy (on reserve). 
• Naomi Klein, Blank is beautiful: Three decades of erasing and remaking 

the world (on reserve). 
• Naomi Klein, The shock doctrine: The rise of disaster capitalism. Toronto: 

Knopf Canada, 2007 (on reserve). 
• Ted C. Fishman, China, Inc.: How the rise of the next superpower 

challenges America and the world. New York: Scribner, 2005 (on reserve).  
• Harvey, David, Consciousness and the urban experience: Studies in the 

history and theory of capitalist urbanization. Baltimore, Md.: John Hopkins 
University Press, 1985 (on reserve). 

3.1 Urban dispersal 

3.2 Inter-urban competition 

3.3 Urban decay 

3.4 Twenty-First Century apartheid 

• Evan McKenzie, Privatopia: Homeowner associations and the rise of 
residential private government. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1994 
(on reserve). 
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3.5 Sweatshops 

3.6 The multicultural city 

4 Post-global politics 

4.1 Breaking the rules 

• Ulrich Beck, Introduction: New critical theory with cosmopolitan intent (skip 
subsections 1.6-1.9) (on reserve). 

• Beck, Power in the global age: A new global political economy. 
Cambridge: Polity Press, 2005. 

4.2 Shaking free of ideology 

• Benjamin R. Barber, Strong democracy: Participatory politics for a new 
age. Berkeley: University of California, 2003.   

4.3 Strong democracy and the public sphere 

• Prugh et al, Prelude to politics (on reserve). 
• Prugh et al, Engaging politics, especially pp 87-117 (on reserve). 
• Scott, Thin simplifications and practical knowledge (on reserve). 
• Thomas Prugh et al, The local politics of global sustainability. Washington, 

DC: Island Press, 2000.  

4.4 Redefinition of community 

4.5 Respect for local knowledge 
• Leo and August, National policy and community initiative: Mismanaging 

homelessness in a slow-growth city (on reserve). 
• Leo, Multi-level governance without municipal government, pp 24-31 (on 

reserve). 
• Berger, Northern frontier, northern homeland (on reserve). 
• Berger, Introduction to the revised edition (on reserve). 

4.6 Global enterprise and the local economy 
• Mitchell, Local businesses key to rebuilding economy, study finds (on 

reserve). 
• Mitchell, The corporate co-opt of local, pp. 1-4 (on reserve). 

4.7 Post-global democracy in practice 
• Leo, Participative planning in Vancouver (on reserve). 
• Carrel, Citizens’ hall: Making local democracy work, ch 1-3 (on reserve). 
• Arjun Appadurai, Deep democracy: Urban governmentality and the 

horizon of politics (on reserve).  
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• Carrel, André, Citizens’ hall: Making local democracy work. Toronto: 
Between the Lines, 2001 (on reserve). 

5 Global citizenship 
• Noreena Hertz, The silent takeover, ch 6. 
• Stacey Mitchell, Big-box swindle. The true cost of mega-retailers and the 

fight for America's independent businesses. Boston: Beacon Press, 2006.  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Reading and note taking. It is important that you do the required readings 
regularly, and take notes as you read.  If, in the past, you've limited yourself to 
cramming for tests, try regular reading and you will be amazed at the difference. 
It also matters how you take notes. I’m available to discuss note-taking 
strategies, either one-on-one or in class, depending on demand.   

Grammar and punctuation. English is a complex language, and we all have 
problems with it sometimes. I strongly suggest you get a copy of Strunk and 
White's The elements of style, an inexpensive, slender and very useful guide to 
correct English usage.    

Assistance. If you have questions or problems, please feel free to get in touch 
with me. I'm here to help. Likewise, if affordability or availability of any books you 
need is a problem, see me. I'm available by telephone or e-mail, in person during 
office hours, after class, or by appointment.   

Reading requirement. The ability to write at a university level is a pre-requisite 
for the completion of a degree at the University of Winnipeg.  Accordingly, 
although none of the marks in this course are based on English usage, students 
are expected to write at a university level. If, early in the course, it proves that 
they are not able to do so, they are required, as a condition for satisfactory 
completion of the course, to produce a letter within the last two weeks of the 
course attesting that they have received help at the Tutoring Centre. 

Major essay and final exam. Students who do not attempt both major 
assignments (the research essay and the final examination) will not receive a 
passing mark for the course. 

 Academic misconduct and offences. Academic misconduct and plagiarism 
are serious offences and will not be tolerated.  Penalties will range from failure on 
an assignment or failure in the course, to suspension or expulsion from the 
university.  Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty in which a student 
submits another person’s published or unpublished work as his or her own, either 
in its entirety or in part.  Published work includes written, electronic or other 
forms.  Other acts of plagiarism include:  not giving recognition to the author for 
phrases, sentences or thoughts, and submitting the same work for evaluation in 
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more than one course.  All suspected cases of plagiarism are forwarded to 
the Senate Academic Misconduct Committee for determination.  For further 
elaboration on forms of academic misconduct and plagiarism, as well as the 
appeals process, students should review the University of Winnipeg’s Academic 
Regulations and Policies, which are outlined in Section VII of the current 
university calendar.  

Services for students with disabilities. Students with documented disabilities 
requiring academic accommodations for tests/exams (e.g., private space) or 
during lectures/laboratories (e.g., access to volunteer note-takers) are 
encouraged to contact Andrea Johnston, Accessibility Coordinator at 786-9771 
or disability@uwinnipeg.ca to discuss appropriate options.  Specific 
information about DS is available on-line at 
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-disability. All information about disability 
is confidential. 

Topics to be covered. I may not cover all topics listed in the course outline.  

Dates: March 4th will be the last date on which you can withdraw from this course 
without penalty. I’m obligated to have at least 20 per cent of your mark available 
by that date.  

No classes during reading week, January 21-25. 

Equipment authorized for use in exams, unless otherwise stated: Pen and 
paper. Students may be required to show identification when writing the final 
examination.  

For more information about academic regulations and policies, see Section VII 
of the university calendar. 


