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and on the other, rendering its interior public. Hornstein takes this sculpture as an example
for the mental projections onto architectural ‘blank canvasses’. Curating site: museum, itiner-
aries and networks beyond borders looks at museums not so much as mere custodians of
objects and artefacts but rather as iconic products of ‘starchitecture’. Hornstein’s case
study is the Guggenheim in Bilbao. Erasing sites: spies on the other side of the full moon
is centred on a 2008 installation by Nina Levitt at Toronto’s Koffler Gallery. The
installation is based on the stories of two Jewish women, Hannah Senesh and Vera
Atkins, who spied for the Allies during the Second World War. Finally, Finding site is a dis-
cussion of mapping the earth through both fiction and popular technology such as Google
Earth.

Bearing in mind the various discussions, the title of Hornstein’s book could include the word
‘imagination’ as well as memory. Her study is interesting and thought-provoking and addresses
a broad audience from undergraduates to a general public.

Wayne O. Medford
Department of Geography, University of Durham, UK

w.o.medford@durham.ac.uk
# 2012, Wayne O. Medford

The transatlantic collapse of urban renewal: postwar urbanism from New York to Berlin,
by Christopher Klemek, Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 2011, 297 pp., US$40 (cloth),
ISBN 978-0-226-44174-0

In writing this book, the historian Christopher Klemek took on an intimidating task: to document
the rise, challenges to, and demise of the ‘urban renewal order’ in four countries – the USA,
Canada, Britain, and Germany – from the late 1940s to the late 1970s. He focuses on how
ideas moved from one country to the next, while simultaneously arranging his understanding
in terms of four ‘converging elements’: styles in architecture and urban planning, the deploy-
ment of technocratic expertise, the interplay of national and local governments, and the
tension between liberal reform and grassroots activism. Although he falls short of doing
justice to all his countries and themes, the book is an outstanding beginning to tracing the trans-
national flow of renewal ideas and recognizing the mimetic quality of urban policy.

Just after the Second World War, governments in these countries turned to rebuilding their
cities in the wake of either large-scale disinvestment or wartime destruction. Their commitment
constituted the urban renewal order and enjoyed a brief moment of consensus that enabled the
unimpeded clearance of slums and the building of high-rise apartment buildings, office towers,
and shopping areas in a modernist architectural and planning idiom. The ideas for these projects
were nurtured in Germany and subsequently travelled to Britain and North America via, among
others, the architect Walter Gropius and the architect-planner Hans Blumenfeld.

Demolition disrupted neighbourhoods, displaced households and businesses, and engen-
dered opposition. Highway construction also spurred resistance. Grassroots activists such as
Jane Jacobs in New York City organized challenges to a technocratic order that privileged
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expertise and bureaucratic power over a robust and neighbourhood-based democracy. Jacobs
later took her organizing skills to Toronto and her ideas were widely embraced in Britain as well.

Eventually, the urban renewal order collapsed. The tension between a liberal technocracy
and democratic accountability combined with the destructive impacts of and parochial benefits
from redevelopment contributed to a political movement less inclined to defer to experts,
bureaucrats, and elected officials and leery of redevelopment that served mainly big property
owners and downtown businesses. By the late 1970s, large-scale site clearance and monolithic
redevelopment were next to impossible. Subsequently, a conservative backlash established a
neo-liberal urbanism that enabled large-scale capital investment to evade democratic
accountability.

Klemek claims that the guiding vision or Leitbild (a phrase of which he is much too fond) of
renewal and the story of its rise and fall apply, more or less, to all of the four countries. Focusing
specifically on New York and Philadelphia, Toronto, London, and Berlin, he traces the arc of
this urban renewal order while capturing variations in timing, political activism, government
accountability, and planning. He also attends to the artificiality of his three phases of emergence,
challenge, and demise. Yet, Klemek offers a relatively un-nuanced conclusion: it is politics that
‘ultimately shapes our cities in a very material and social sense’ (239).

His conclusion implies that variations in the urban renewal order are due to variations in political
culture. Unclear, though, is what he means by politics. If politics is the struggle for power, then the
discussion is too elevated to capture it. If it is the many ways in which people negotiate how to live
together and nurture the public sphere, it is all-encompassing with few obvious paths connecting
politics to the urban renewal order. Klemek does claim to be sympathetic to urban regime
theory, but eschews its analytical requirements. Equally bothersome is his silence on the global,
economic dynamics of urban redevelopment such as property bubbles and equity financing.

We also do not read enough about how redevelopment programmes were actually designed
and implemented. Different countries have different fiscal relations, arrays of governmental
powers, and relations between governments and investors. Too little is said about this. In
addition, although we read a good deal about academics, professionals, and elected officials;
developers and bankers are absent. And, why did he select these countries, cities, individuals
(Jane Jacobs, Edmund Bacon), and cases (e.g. the West Village in New York City, Covent
Garden in London) and not others? His analytical strategy seems underdeveloped.

Yes, I am criticizing him for not having written a different book, a minor sin in book review-
ing. I also wish he had done less. He was simply too ambitious and the result is an analysis
uneven across the elements of the urban renewal order. Still, much can be learned from this
book. I like the transnational approach, the attention to the consequences of ideas, and the
embedding of ideas in individuals and movements. In reviewing fiction, reviewers often
evoke the notion of ‘the first novel’. We need to use it in academia. This is a substantial and
accomplished first book, one displaying the necessary talent for producing first-rate scholarship.

Robert Beauregard
Graduate School of Architecture, Planning, and Preservation, Columbia University, USA

rab48@columbia.edu
# 2012, Robert Beauregard
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