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Franklin E. Zimring, The City That Became Safe: New York’s Lessons for Urban Crime
and Its Control (New York: Oxford University Press, 2012).

Franklin E. Zimring’s The City That Became Safe examines the past two decades of reported
crime reduction in New York City. Zimring finds that some of that crime drop during the 1990s
followed a national trend, but concludes that up to half of the 80% decline since 1990 could
be credited to some of the police department’s policy choices. Progressive policymakers will be
pleased to read that “New York City has proved that mass imprisonment is neither a necessary
nor a sufficient condition to control urban crime” (p. 152). Further, the much publicized “broken
windows” and controversial “zero-tolerance policing” were not entrenched in the Big Apple by
Mayor Giuliani:

There is no clear indication in either the design or execution of the Maple/Bratton Compstat
regime of either the priorities of “broken windows” policing set out in the [Wilson and Kelling]
1982 article or any broad measure of enforcement aimed at zero tolerance . . . . Even the most
famous example of “order maintenance” priority during the transit police era was actually an
ingenious instrumental use of minor crime enforcement to discourage and apprehend “bad
guys.” (pp. 129–130)

Zimring finds that narcotics enforcement was largely responsible for crime reduction, but
also concludes that “what happened in New York City was the most dramatic demonstration
of policing strategy as an instrument of drug-related harm reduction in modern U.S. history”
(p. 193).

This book advances the discussion of urban crime policy by an order of magnitude for aca-
demics, in particular by questioning scholarly writings like James Q. Wilson’s Thinking About
Crime. For example, a declining youth population didn’t contribute to the drop in crime—the
numbers of youth increased with the rest of the city’s population, and as a share of the city’s
population declined only slightly, even as crime fell precipitously during the same two decades.

There is no decline in the arrest-prone youth population and no prospect then of a significant
decline in arrests and presumably of crimes from population trends. . . As it is, the greater the
detail that is examined in population trends, the smaller the chance that a plausible explanation
for extra crime decline can come from population changes. (p. 77)

There’s also encouraging analysis for law enforcement executives who are steadily descending
from the more politics-minded view of the cities they police, and have largely accepted New
York’s street-level-data-driven model of policing, Compstat, launched by Commissioner William
Bratton in 1994. Criminal justice instructors will need this book as an antidote to the plethora of
“it wasn’t really the police” books available until now.
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Zimring asks, “Why New York, and not (apparently) other large cities?” He zeros in on ex-
panded staffing, better allocation of street officers, and the policy of dismantling open-air drug
markets. Their coincident implementation, made more effective by improvements in geographic
information systems to define drug “hot spots,” expedited the crime drop. Although other cities
appeared to ride the wave of demographic changes that helped suppress crime across the country,
and sent increasing numbers to jail, New York sought to influence offender behavior, in partic-
ular the crack-mongers in high crime neighborhoods. Criminologist Marcus Felson of Rutgers
University would concur: “Such drug-sale settings are highly vulnerable to police action, envi-
ronmental design, and civil abatement” (Crime and Nature, 2006, p 101). And the Center for
Problem-Oriented Policing assembled one of its earliest problem-solving guides for agencies to
deal with drug markets anchored in rental properties. Although this is not news to practitioners
in the criminal justice system, it certainly validates the guide’s concentration on drug crimes
enforcement, not to mention innovations such as drug courts.

With some caveats, this book constitutes a “winner” for criminal justice practitioners and police
executives. Zimring confidently demonstrates the value of the above policies, but dulls the hope
that the other half of the overwhelming drop in New York crime, or the gradual drop nationwide,
can be explained at all: “The really bad news about the mystery of what generated the national
crime decline is that there is no obvious prospect for solving the mystery in the foreseeable fu-
ture” (p. 155). The second half will frustrate those looking to drill down for more validated crime
prevention and reduction strategies: “Even though it seems clear that something worked in polic-
ing, that doesn’t mean that everything worked” (p. 136). Nor does it mean that every policy was
justified: Zimring questions the so-called “stop and frisk” tactics to prevent crimes by suspicious
persons. A tactic far more visible, and more personally invasive than traffic stops, stop and frisk
searches humiliate the subject of the search, and by extension demoralize whole communities:

And aggressiveness in policing is a costly strategy because it imposes real disadvantages on
exactly the minority poor who can least afford additional handicaps . . . to institutionalize a
continuation of [stop and frisk policies] without a rigorous test of its value cannot be justified.
Not knowing whether these tactics provide substantial increments in prevention is regrettable
in 2011. It will be inexcusable in 2016. (p. 149)

Any new or newly aggressive policy should certainly undergo a social cost-benefit analysis.
But that analysis should also include the driving force that compels police departments around
the country to consider adopting “stop and frisk”: It is exactly the affected communities who ask
for the extra patrol, and for the police to deal with the loitering that can be a reasonable cause
for fear in any community. Such an analysis shouldn’t be that difficult: Although 911 operators
have no way to record the race of 911 callers, the racial makeup of the census blocks where the
calls are placed is available and could demonstrate that it is likely people of the same race calling
on suspects engaged in the kind of malingering that can legally justify a stop-and-frisk. But—
Zimring is right—the issue is so politically charged that even rather straightforward research into
how much the community initiates stops-and-frisks is probably unlikely.

Granted, implementing multiple strategies—good, bad, or indifferent—all at once, as the
NYPD has done, makes it difficult to isolate which ones affected entrenched crime patterns with
statistical significance, and Zimring elaborates on those difficulties. Although Zimring believes
that antidrug and other policies brought about the overall drop in crime, he hesitates to link
these policies to their underlying philosophy: Compstat, which he asserts “was deliberately
used as a method of taking away the discretionary powers of precinct and local officers and
replacing it with central police headquarters power” (p. 233). That would be directly contradicted
by Bratton et al., who point out that Compstat is in essence the Total Quality Management
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(TQM) business model adapted to policing. TQM pushes discretion down to the shop floor—
where, for example, Toyota allows supervisors and front line workers to stop the production line
when one isolated step appears to be causing a defect in the final product. Similarly, as Bratton
relates in his mid-career memoir, Turnaround, the NYPD stops the production line of traditional
practices when precinct commanders demonstrate that current strategies aren’t contributing to
public safety. The department then tries their innovations in real time, and when these prove
effective, institutionalizes them: “When [a group of commanders] did particularly well we told
them, ‘You did an excellent job here.’ We made a point of sharing their good ideas with the
rest of the commanders . . . . Over time, commanders brought in beat cops . . . who had done an
exceptional job, performed heroically, or ran an exceptional investigation” (p. 237).

The Compstat “accurate and timely intelligence” mantra reflects the TQM principle of just-in-
time delivery and recognizes that crime data loses value the longer it sits on some investigator’s
desk, inside an officer’s head, or encrypted on a crime analyst’s computer. Far from taking
away the precinct commanders’ power, Compstat expanded their powers by flooding them with
actionable information (a.k.a., “intelligence”) and expecting them to act on it.

It’s oddly gratifying to this practitioner to read Zimring’s admission that currently available
statistical tools aren’t agile enough to keep up with the smorgasbord of crime fighting tactics
spawned by Compstat: “The magnitude of the crime decline in New York was so great during
the 19 years after 1990 that a new method of accounting may be required to appreciate its
size and to compare the patterns for different crimes.” For those training future police officers,
and officers aspiring to become law enforcement managers, there are other, albeit less scholarly
books to add to their syllabi. Vanity pieces though they may be, books by Commissioners William
Bratton (whom the New Yorker dubbed “The CEO Cop” in 1995), Howard Safir, and Bernard
Kerik provide at least a framework for discussing specific crimes and strategies to address them.
Bratton’s right hand at the Transit Authority (which until 1995 had its own police force) and the
NYPD, Jack Maple, catalogued many of the NYPD’s specific strategies in his brashly titled 1999
book, The Crime Fighter. Their accounts provide sufficient affirmation of the business model
that not only remains, but is continually refined. For New York, TQM has unequivocally become
“standard operating procedure.” Why do scholars pass up this rich vein of information which
could be used to draw correlations between other Compstat-spawned policy choices, and much
of the rest of New York’s crime drop?

Further, the volumes by Bratton and other New York Police Commissioners elaborate on the
inextricable links between better law enforcement and partnerships with the rest of the criminal
justice system. Under Kerik, who applied TQM to reform New York City’s sprawling jail system
before becoming Commissioner in 2000, dramatic reductions in violent crime inside the jails were
effected. Instead of a school for scandal, Riker’s became an “island of contemplation” for those
whose behavior got them there—and perhaps this changed their behavior when they returned to
the streets of New York.

Zimring laments, “Only the brave would try to allocate causal credit when a kitchen sink
full of changes happen together” (p. 227). But police commanders won’t wait for the time that
intensive research takes to validate strategies that may be intuitively constructed by cops on the
beat. Neither can they in good conscience isolate neighborhoods as control groups that may not
benefit from potentially effective innovations.

So Zimring understands that teasing out causation from several police tactics implemented
at once may require a bigger spreadsheet—or several, to accommodate the interconnectedness
with innovative prosecution tactics and corrections policies. Jack Maple himself alluded to this:
“If we had thought about it a little more in the beginning, we would have started a ‘Book of
Big Ideas’ at the NYPD so that innovative cops and commanders would be rewarded by having
their names forever linked to the tactics they invented or advanced” during Bratton’s term as
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Commissioner (Maple, p. 187). Perhaps by the time current NYPD Commissioner Raymond
Kelly retires, Zimring will create that bigger spreadsheet, and write that book, and the debate
about just how much more impact the police have on crime can be concluded.

Luther Krueger
Minneapolis (Minnesota) Police Department

luther.krueger@minneapolismn.gov

Joan Fitzgerald, Emerald Cities: Urban Sustainability and Economic Development (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2010).

The cities of the world house about 50% of the population, consume 75% of the energy, and
produce 80% of greenhouse gas emissions. Considering their high levels of population density
and economic activity, cities are relatively efficient because of lower automobile and energy uses
per capita. Cities should benefit from sustainable economic development and the creation of
related jobs. The broad mission of sustainable development (SD) is to link and enhance the Three
E’s—economy, environment, and equity. The SD agenda for the 21st century city has to balance
elements of economic development, environment/ecology protection, and equal access to decent
employment and housing.

Emerald Cities tells the stories of fifteen cities in the United States that made significant
efforts to connect and improve the Three E’s. Several smarter stories in the book are those
of British, German, and Swedish cities, which serve as promising counterparts. The tales of
these American and European cities are about investments in sustainable economic development,
aiming to improve local economic growth and quality of life. These green cities push ambitious
agendas, each focusing on several SD policies and their incorporation. The thread running through
the green city stories is the answer to the book’s central question: How can sustainability and
antipollution policies be implemented so they contribute to economic development and advance
social justice in the city? This question in the first chapter, the book’s brief introduction, is
followed by a cautious caveat—only a few cities link all Three E’s.

The second chapter, the book’s organizing framework, introduces the term “sectoral strategy
for green economic development.” This broad strategy refers to the concentration of companies,
similar in products and consumer markets, in one city. The city supports these companies with
economic development tools such as infrastructure development and workforce training. The
city can pursue three types of specific strategies to create economic development and jobs in
the green sector. Linking strategies, the first type, connects sustainability or climate change
goals to economic development efforts such as green job training programs, including ones for
unemployed or lower-income residents. Transformational strategies “green” existing economic
sectors and build on strengths of the city and expand businesses to include green markets/services.
Leapfrogging strategies aim to build an entirely new green sector, such as waste management or
the transportation technology sector.

The rest of the book explores the opportunities for sectoral economic development in five areas:
renewable energy, energy efficiency, green building, waste management, and transportation. Each
area represents an economic sector that can connect development and environment goals. Each
area begins with a general policy introduction, continues with several American city case studies,
and concludes with policy implications. All together the cases provide a state-of-the-art survey
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of innovative green city agendas and their implementation in the United States. They serve as
valuable resources to understand the interrelations of economic development, urban sustainability,
and social justice.

The first area, renewable energy (Chapter 3) introduces Berkeley and Richmond (CA),
Cleveland and Toledo (OH), and Austin (TX). The energy sector employs city residents in
research, design, manufacturing, installation, and maintenance of solar/wind energy. A joint dis-
cussion of the energy efficiency and green building areas/sectors (Chapter 4) covers Los Angeles,
Milwaukee, Pittsburgh, Syracuse, and New York City. The two sectors encompass all forms of
energy conservation and reduction, such as the manufacturing of products for retrofitted existing
buildings and new green buildings and installation of efficient windows and heating systems.
Waste management (Chapter 5) discusses Chicago, Bronx (NYC), and Los Angeles. This sector
employs workers who collect and process trash and recyclable materials and then turn waste
to energy. Transportation (Chapter 6) covers Denver, Los Angeles, Portland (OR), and Kings
County/Seattle. This sector constructs roadways/railways and manufactures and sells bicycles,
cars, buses, and trolley cars.

After over a decade of empirical studies demonstrating the adoption of piecemeal and in-
cremental SD initiatives, this 2010 book showcases major comprehensive efforts to connect the
Three E’s in American cities. This first collection of in-depth case studies describes city strategies
and developments of green economy sectors, how the strategies connect the Three E’s, and which
strategies are effective considering distinct local characteristics. The findings show that cities
pursue sustainability and climate change agendas and create green jobs. However, they do not
always capture economic activities in the market, create good green jobs, or provide easy access
to employment and housing. This book explains city successes and failures; why certain Three
E’s strategies work in some cities but not others; and why solid links among all strategies work
out only infrequently.

“Only Connect”, Fitzgerald’s main thesis, is the title of the final chapter. Critical connections
among local Three E’s strategies and developments must be supplemented by local–state–federal
connections. Cities and states are key economic development actors and can help each other.
However, even successful state-sponsored city initiatives, especially those of climate change like
in Los Angeles, cannot make much progress without national and international policies. Despite
traditional resistance to centralized planning and promotion of target industries, the United States
needs a planned/connected intergovernmental industrial policy to support green city growth and
economic development.

The macrolevel institutions that make and implement green city agendas are mainly govern-
ments, businesses, and public–private development organizations. These institutions allocate and
direct resources for economic development, allied with energy and sustainability policies. The
book reports largely on ongoing local initiatives where these institutions indeed play central roles.
It stops short of microlevel analysis regarding the impact of individuals on longer-term green
policy changes. Residents who delegate power and support to the macrolevel institutions affect
city policy via civic engagement/participation, public opinion, and elections. Residents’ socioe-
conomic characteristics influence the longer-term success/failure of green policies. Income and
education, for example, are critical factors in advancing future SD processes. Higher individual
income, the result of economic growth, may lead to increased green production and consumption
and a lower pollution level. Higher education levels may increase awareness of environmen-
tal/ecological issues and the impact of SD. As communities improve their wealth and education,
they increase their support for quality of life, a hazard-free environment, and other green agendas.
The macrolevel institutions mentioned above then receive stronger public mandates to promote
environmental/ecological policies. Politicians and local officials then have more incentives to
adopt, regulate, and enforce such green policies.
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An urban planner and professor at Northeastern University, Joan Fitzgerald delivers a scholarly
analysis of contemporary trends in an informative and accessible journalistic style. The case-study
method relies largely on field visits and interviews, supplemented by helpful figures and tables.
Emerald Cities’ 242 pages, including 58 pages of detailed notes, references, and an index, appear
to target policy makers and academics. The book should appeal to professionals and scholars
working at the intersection of urban planning, economic development, and environmental policies.
This critical review of green cities makes me hopeful about the prospects for enhancing local SD
and its benefits.

Efraim Ben-Zadok
Florida Atlantic University

benzadok@fau.edu

Nico Calavita and Alan Mallach (eds.) Inclusionary Housing in International Perspective:
Affordable Housing, Social Inclusion and Land Value Recapture (Cambridge, MA: Lincoln
Institute of Land Policy, 2010).

In this era of highly constrained federal and local government budgets, housing advocates
around the world are looking for innovative ways to meet the needs of low- and moderate-
income families. One such innovation, inclusionary housing (IH), either requires or incentivizes
residential property developers to offer a percentage of their units to lower-income households at
prices or rents they can afford. Since being pioneered in the United States in the 1960s, IH has
been adopted by many other countries.

The literature on IH programs, however, is largely descriptive and lacking in assessments of
the actual program impacts. Inclusionary Housing in International Perspective seeks to address
this void by describing “why and how each of seven countries in this study has chosen to adopt
inclusionary policies . . . and discern what works under what circumstances” (p. 8). The authors
do an excellent job in meeting those objectives by providing detailed descriptions and critiques
of IH programs in selected North American and European countries. The countries discussed
range from those where inclusionary housing is mandated by national policy (Spain and Ireland),
is explicitly enabled but not mandated (England, Italy, and France), or is left to the discretion of
state or local governments (United States and Canada). An additional chapter provides shorter
descriptions of IH programs in nine additional countries around the world.

In the introductory chapter Calavita and Mallach address the reasons why inclusionary housing
policies have been adopted in countries around the world i.e., a rapid escalation of housing costs,
reductions in national funding for social housing, and increased interest in fostering the social
integration of low-income and minority populations. This chapter also introduces the central
themes of the book, one of which is the legitimacy of capturing increases in land values that
result from zoning changes and other public actions. Calavita and Mallach argue that this is
the strongest justification for inclusionary housing programs. In the succeeding chapters, they
describe how this justification underlies the strongest IH programs, such as those in England and
Spain. A second theme is the role that IH programs can play in addressing the social exclusion
of low-income and minority residents, partially a product of traditional public/social housing
programs. In some countries, such as France, inclusionary housing is playing an important role
in creating mixed-income and ethnically mixed communities.
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Chapters 2–8 provide detailed descriptions of the inclusionary housing programs in the seven
countries mentioned above. Each chapter begins with a succinct description of the evolution of
land use regulation in the country, followed by a discussion of its general housing policies. The
development and evolution of IH policies is then discussed and case studies at the state, regional,
and/or local levels are presented. Information on the outcomes of these programs, such as the
number and type of units produced, is also presented. These cases do an excellent job in illustrating
how policies work in practice, and they uncover some of the shortcomings with the programs.
Each chapter ends with a critique of that country’s IH policy or program and an assessment of its
future prospects. The fact that Calavita and Mallach either authored or coauthored all but one of
these chapters makes the chapters more cohesive than is typically found in edited volumes where
the chapters are written by different authors.

In the concluding chapter, Calavita and Mallach address many of the cross-cutting issues
raised in the preceding chapters. They seek to determine the income groups that are served by IH
programs; the relationship between IH programs and more traditional social housing programs;
and the market conditions under which IH programs are most likely to be effective.

This last point is of particular interest given the slowdown in market-rate, residential construc-
tion in many countries. By their nature, the production of affordable units under IH programs is
directly related to the production of market-rate units. So, given the recent recession, the pro-
duction of affordable units has dropped along with the addition of market-rate units. Fortunately,
this book is recent enough for the authors to comment on this shortcoming of IH programs.
Specifically, they argue that “. . . one of the greatest advantages of inclusionary housing is that it
becomes more effective in strong market environments, which, by pushing up housing production
costs and demand for land, impose the greatest constraints on more traditional public-subsidy
driven methods of creating affordable housing” (pp. 371–72). The authors are quick to point out,
however, that IH programs are not an alternative to direct public investment in affordable housing.
The two types of programs can and should work together.

This timely and highly relevant book is an essential resource for academics, policy makers,
and practitioners interested in IH. If there is a shortcoming, it is the lack of a rigorous analysis
of who bears the costs of IH programs and of the density bonuses that are sometimes offered
to developers in compensation for providing units at below-market costs. This book would have
been even stronger if it contained a chapter that analyzed the factors that determine the extent to
which land owners, developers, market-rate home buyers, and the general public bear the costs
of providing IH units. Nevertheless, this book goes a long way toward closing the gap in our
knowledge of the nature and impacts of IH policies and programs around the world.

William M. Rohe
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

brohe@unc.edu

Julia L. Foulkes. To the City: Urban Photographs of the New Deal (Philadelphia: Temple
University Press, 2011).

This book is fun. It offers 101 images drawn from more than 170,000 photographs taken under
the aegis of the Farm Security Administration (FSA) and Office of War Information (OWI) in
the later 1930s and early 1940s. Many of us know the FSA documentary photography project
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through images of rural poverty by Walker Evans and Dorothea Lange, the latter’s work recently
explored in depth in Anne Spirn’s Daring to Look: Dorothea Lange’s Photographs and Reports
from the Field (2008). As Julia Foulkes makes clear, many of the same photographers roamed
cities as well as the countryside. The 18 photographers represented include Lange, Evans, and
several others known outside photography circles such as Carl Mydans (World War II combat
photos), Arthur Rothstein (long associated with Look magazine), and Gordon Parks (associated
with both Life magazine and Hollywood).

Foulkes provides a concise introduction to the FSA/OWI project and its director Roy Stryker,
notes the explicit connection between Stryker’s intentions and the Middletown studies of Robert
and Helen Lynd, and places the images in the context of one of my favorite documents: Our
Cities: Their Role in the National Economy, published in 1937 by the Urbanism Committee of
the National Resources Committee. In addition, she frames the photographic portraits with the
verbal descriptions of states and cities found in the American Guide Series written by the Federal
Writers Project of the WPA. In short, these images were a central part of the intellectual project
of the late New Deal.

The balance of coverage by city leads, as one might expect, with the most images from
New York, Chicago, and Washington (presumably the photographers had to check in at home
base). Next in coverage are the gritty industrial cities of Detroit, Cincinnati, and Baltimore, plus
always photogenic San Francisco. Coverage is much lighter for the cities of the future sunbelt,
although there are scattered pictures of Dallas, Houston, Memphis, New Orleans, Phoenix, Los
Angeles, and Waco.

The earliest of the 101 images is from 1935 and the latest from 1944. Foulkes’s selections
are less a portrait of the Depression-New Deal nation that we associate with the iconic work
of Lange and Evans than a depiction of the home front in a world at war. There is one cluster
from 1938–1939 (29 images total) but a larger cluster from 1941, the year that the United States
mobilized for and then entered the war, through 1943 (56 images).

Foulkes has grouped the images into five categories: Intersection, Traffic, High Life and Low
Life, The City in the Country, and Citizens. Each section begins with a three- or four-page
introduction that offers a brief argument and explicitly references each of the following images in
the course of its six or eight paragraphs. There are some clever moves in the choice of categories.
Rather than being grouped together, for example, images of work are woven into the entertainment
and citizenship topics. Highlighting the ways in which city culture penetrated rural communities
through electricity and mass culture makes an important point. On the other hand, the difference
between Intersections and Traffic remains obscure to this reviewer.

The FSA/OWI photographers depicted cities of streets and sidewalks, not skyscrapers. Perhaps
to play on reader expectations about cities, the cover emphasizes the vertical, with a Dallas
skyscraper backstopping a downtown street with brightly lit vertical signs for movie theaters and
other businesses. Flip inside to Figure 1.1, however, and we see that the cover is cropped from a
larger photograph that is composed like a classic Renaissance perspective study and emphasizes
horizontal lines of parked cars and aligned cornices. Intrigued, I did some counting. Only six
of the images are reproduced in portrait orientation with the vertical dimension greater than
the horizontal (3.8, 4.1, 4.2, 4.6, 5.5, and 5.9). The overwhelming majority are in landscape
orientation, which highlights the horizontality of workers lined up at a bus stop (2.19), children
playing in front of a billboard (3.2), or jaywalkers skipping through Chicago traffic (2.9). In only
three cases were the photographers situated high above their subject, shooting down at a steep
angle (1.4, 2.7, and 2.18). Another handful was taken from a balcony or second floor level (2.1,
2.12, 2.13, 2.18, 3.19, 4.19, 5.15, and 5.17). For all the other images, the photographer stood at
street or floor level.
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The FSA/OWI aesthetic resembles that of the classic 1939 film, The City. These are cities of
hustle and bustle, sometimes exhilarating and sometimes exhausting. Sidewalks are full of action.
Automobiles are ubiquitous intruders. There are African Americans, tired shoppers, and lots of
rundown buildings. I found only one image, of commuters waiting for a train, that unarguably
showed people who were comfortably off. The FSA/OWI team let other people photograph leafy
middle class neighborhoods and shiny new buildings. James T. Farrell’s Studs Lonigan and Saul
Bellow’s Augie March would be at home in these photos if they were to step off the pages of
their novels.

Foulkes is a specialist in the history of the arts rather than cities, and the introductory sections
contain some occasional dubious statements. For one of several examples, a horse-drawn wagon
in 1938 New York did not represent the intrusion of the country into the city but the persistence
of a standard mode of urban transportation. I also have a quibble with the captions. They include
the photographer, year, and any caption supplied with the image by the photographer, but also, in
some cases, an additional sentence that doesn’t add much that is not obvious.

These small complaints aside, To the City is a book that readers of this journal will likely
find fascinating. Looking through these images, for example, could help students understand
the context for postwar impulses toward urban renewal and suburban life—not to mention the
importance of written communication to link city people together (all those pictures of newsstands,
business signage, billboards, poster-plastered walls, and movie theater marquees). Give it a look.

Carl Abbott
Portland State University

d3ca@pdx.edu


